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For some time past the envoy had been in negotiation
with the Council of State for a renewal of Cromwell's
alliance, but the action of the Presbyterian leaders seems
to have demonstrated to him that its authority was
moribund. The power of Monk and the now inevitable
recall of the King suggested to him a brilliant piece of
diplomacy, and he resolved to flash a dazzling proposal in
the eyes of the general. Father Bussell, the secretary
to the embassy, seems first to have sounded Morice. But
at all events, amidst the enormous mass of business with
which he exhausted his secretaries, Monk found time for
an interview.

The ambassador began by saying that without wish-
ing to pry into the general's intentions with regard to
the King, he thought it only right to tell him that Charles
Stuart ought at once to get out of Spanish territory.
He was then at Brussels, and the envoy assured Monk
that the moment the Spaniards got wind of the national
reaction in favour of a restoration they would kidnap his
person, and hold him as a hostage for the retrocession of
Jamaica and Dunkirk. Monk, who already had reason
to suspect the Spaniards of intriguing with the Irrecon-
cilables through the Jesuits, was much impressed, and the
ambassador was encouraged to explain his solicitude for
Charles's safety. In the event of a restoration, he said,
his master was prepared, in return for military assistance
against Spain, to offer the King the hand of the Infanta,
and with her a dowry of an unheard-of sum of money,
together with the towns of Tangiers and Bombay. The
advantages of the arrangement it was needless to point
out. It would give to England the command of the
Mediterranean and East Indian trade, and enable her tor of outmarching
